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swift decision, a power of sudden action,
as if their whole body were their brain.
A few years ago he was returning from
America, and the liner reached Queenstown
in a storm so great that the tender that
came out to it for passengers returned with
only one man. It was John Shawe-Taylor,
who had leaped as it was swept away from
the ship.
The achievement that has made his
name historic and changed the history of
Ireland came from the same faculty of
calculation and daring, from that instant
decision of the hawk, between the move-
ment of whose wings and the perception
of whose eye no time passes capable of
division. A proposal for a Land Con-
ference had been made, and cleverer men
than he were but talking the life out of it*
Every argument for and against had been
debated over and over, and it was plain
that nothing but argument would come
of it. One day we found a letter in the
daily papers, signed with his name, saying
that a conference would be held on a certain
date, and that certain leaders of the land-
lords and of the tenants were invited. He
had made his swift calculation, probably